READING WITH
CHILDREN

Parent Information
Session

Make Reading Fun!






We want our children to LOVE reading, not dread it
Make it a positive experience to share, not a chore
Model being a reader - if you are seen to be a ‘reader’ at
home, your modelling will support & encourage your
children to read
Make a special, regular time for reading together. This
will show your child that you value and enjoy reading.

HAPPY KIDS LEARN!

What is Reading?


Making meaning from text



Understanding what is being read





Cracking the code that is letters, words,
sentences and texts to make this meaning
Word calling is not reading

What do children need to bring to
the Reading Process?








The Reader uses 3 sources of information:
meaning, structure and visual
Children need to bring their previous experience and
understanding of the topic (meaning)
Knowledge of how our language is spoken (structure)
Knowledge of letter sounds and how they are
represented in print (visual)

Before Reading
Introducing a new book
•
•

•

•
•

Talk about the story but do not read the story
Go through the pages talking about the pictures, getting
appropriate words, sentences, plot, structure of the book –
the cover, author, chapters etc
Using the illustrations, ask questions such as:
What do you think the story might be about?
What do you think is happening now?
What might happen next?
How would you feel?
What do you think could happen in the end?
Talk about links between the book and the child – previous
experience is a source of meaning
Praise every effort, “That’s a good idea”

Now it’s time to read the book!

During Reading






PAUSE: Children need thinking time. Pause for 3-4 seconds
before jumping in.
PROMPT: Encourage children to look at the pictures, ask
“What would make sense? What sound does it start with?” If
they are getting stressed just tell them the word but make
sure that they look at it and REPEAT it.
PRAISE: Your encouragement and support is vital with their
reading. Even if the reading session was challenging, find
something to praise then on. “I like the way you…”
If the book is too hard then read it to them!

During Reading
PICTURE CLUES
•

•

•

As well as using meaning, structure and visual information,
children also use picture clues to help them read
The pictures in a text are there to support your child’s
learning
So…..NEVER cover the pictures!

During Reading
MAKING MISTAKES
•

When the child makes a mistake and it makes sense, let the
child continue. Example: “Tom put his pencil on the table”
instead of “Tom put his pen on the table” . It makes sense
and the sentence still means the same. You don’t always

need to correct.
•

When a child makes a mistake and it doesn’t make sense
: Wait and let the child read to the end of the sentence
: Ask “Does that make sense?” and get the child to re-read
: Encourage self-correction, but if necessary tell the word
to keep the meaning and the flow of the story

During Reading
IF THE CHILD GET STUCK ON A WORD
Pause and…
•
Prompt to encourage a response
: what word would make sense?
: reading on to see what would make sense
: re-reading the sentence to put in a word to see if it
makes sense
: using clues from the pictures, word shape and letters
•

•

Don’t spend time sounding out words letter by letter so that
meaning is lost. Sounding out is the last strategy we want
children to use.
If you have paused and prompted the child to work it out,
then it’s ok to tell the child the word!

During Reading
THE VALUE OF FAMILIAR READING
•
•
•

•

•

•

“They’ve had that book before, it’s too easy!”
Children learn by re-reading familiar books
They build on what they know about plot, character, language
and words
They discover more about reading every time they read
Sentences and stories they have written themselves or with
help, provide excellent material for re-reading
They can practise phrased and fluent reading, expression,
using different voices…

After Reading


Always recap what the story was about. Ask what happened
at the beginning, middle and end



Relate the story back to their personal experiences



Ask the child to empathise with the characters

Good Readers




Consistently use meaning, structure and
visual information while reading
Read rapidly, with fluency, phrasing, and
expression so that meaning is not lost

Summary - Helping your child
with Reading
Encourage your children to
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Choose books they are interested in
Talk about the book prior to reading
Use the Pause, Prompt, Praise strategy whilst reading
Use picture clues
Make good ‘guesses’ at unknown words
Ask themselves “Does it make sense?”
Ask themselves “Does it look and sound right?”
Re-read favourite books

Always ensure reading with your child is a POSITIVE
experience!

Helping In The Classroom









Assisting in the classroom under the direction of the teacher
by working with small groups of children in hands-on activities
or one-to-one reading
Beware of making judgements
All children can learn
Children learn at different rates and have different learning
needs
Confidentiality – the privacy of both parents and children
must be respected at all times

Being a classroom helper means being a valued member of the
school community.
We thank you for joining us in partnership to improve learning.

